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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OP  THE  AREA 


Area  (Acres)  ..  .. 

Population  (Estimated) 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 
Rateable  Value  (as  at  31.3.52)  . 
Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate 
(as  at  31.3.52) 


53,570 

5,378 

1,532 

£19,889 

.£81/10/00.326 


The  chief  occupations  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  District 
are  directly  or  indirectly  associated  with  agriculture.  The 
District  is  a very  popular  holiday  centre  and  many  hotels, 
boarding  houses  and  farms  specialise  in  seasonal  catering. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 
Of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the 
Bideford  Rural  District 


Cleverdon  House, 
Bradworthy . 
September,  1952. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen: 

I beg  to  submit  to  you  my  Report  dealing  with  the 

Public  Health  and  general  conditions  of  the  district  during 

the  year  1951 • 


I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

N.  Bowring  Betts, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


- - - oOo  - - - 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

BIRTHS 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 
resident  population 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  for  England 
and  Wales 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  (live 
and  still)  Births 

DEATHS 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 
resident  population 

Corrected  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  resident  population  . . 


1951 

15.6 

15.5 

11.8 


8.9 

13.5 


Death  Rate  per  1,000  for  England  and  Wales.. 


12.5 


DEATHS  FROM  PUERPERAL  CAUSES 


Puerperal  Sepsis 

Other  Puerperal  Causes  . . 


Rate  per  1,000 

Deaths  (Live  and  Still  Births) 
1951  1951 

0 0 

1 11.8 


Total 


• o 


1 


11.8 
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DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE 

1951 

Legitimate 

• • 

1 

Illegitimate 

• • 

0 

DEATH  RATE 

1951 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births 

• • 

11.9 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate 
live  births 

• • 

12.3 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births 
(England  and  Wales) 

• • 

29.6 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages).. 

• • 

8 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

• • 

0 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

• • 

0 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 

• • 

0 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN 

THE  AREA 

HOSPITALS 

1.  TUBERCULOSIS 

There  are  no  hospitals  for  the  reception  of  tuberculous 
patients  in  this  District.  Advanced  cases  are  usually 
treated  Hawley  Sanatorium,  Barnstaple.  Convalescent 
patients  from  this  district  are  sometimes  sent  to  the 
Devon  County  Council's  large  and  well  equipped  sanatorium 
at  Hawkmoor,  South  Devon. 

2.  ISOLATION  OP  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Any  cases  of  infectious  diseases  which  cannot  be  isolated 
or  properly  cared  for  at  home,  are  conveyed  to  the  North 
Devon  Joint  Isolation  Hospital,  which  comprises  30  beds, 

4 cots  and  8 observation  cubicles . 

During  1951  no  cases  were  admitted  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital  from  the  Bideford  Rural  District. 

3 . SMALLPOX 

The  Smallpox  Hospital  of  the  Devon  County  Council  provides 
treatment  for  any  case  of  smallpox  that  may  arise  in  this 
District . 

4.  GENERAL 

The  Bideford  and  District  Hospital  serves  the  District 
extremely  well  for  General  Medical  and  Surgical  treatment. 
The  Hospital  contains  about  51  beds.  Hospital  facilities 
are  also  available  at  the  North  Devon  Infirmary,  Barnstaple, 
and  the  Royal  Devon  and  Exeter  Hospital,  Exeter. 

MATERNITY  CASES 

Maternity  cases  may  be  admitted  to  the  North  Devon 
Infirmary,  Barnstaple  and  also,  by  arrangement  with  the 
Devon  County  Council,  to  the  Grenville  Nursing  Home, 
Bideford. 

DISTRICT  NURSING 

There  are  six  District  Nurses,  all  qualified  midwives, 
working  in  the  District. 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES 

Bacteriological  examinations  are  undertaken  by  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  Service  at  7 Dix 1 s Field,  Exeter,  the 
Director  is  Dr.  Moore. 

Chemical  analyses  are  carried  out  by  Public  Analysts, 

Messrs.  Tickle  and  Reynolds,  of  Queen  Street,  Exeter. 
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DISINFECTION  OF  INFECTED  BEDDING  AND  CLOTHING 


By  arrangement  with  the  Bideford  and  District  Joint 
Isolation  Hospital  Board,  any  infected  bedding  and  clothing 
can  be  disinfected  in  the  steam  disinfecting  apparatus 
at  the  Isolation  Hospital* 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES 

There  is  a St.  John  Ambulance  stationed  Bideford,  which 
serves  the  Rural  District.  There  is  also  a separate 
ambulance  stationed  at  the  Isolation  Hospital,  which  is 
used  for  the  conveyance  of  patients  suffering  from  any 
of  the  notifiable  infectious  diseases. 

ANTE-NATAL  CLINICS 

An  ante-natal  clinic  is  held  at  Bideford. 

CHILD  WELFARE  CLINIC 

There  are  Child  Welfare  Clinics  held  at  Hartland  and 
Bideford. 


VENEREAL  DISEASES 


A Clinic  for  venereal  disease  is  held  at  the  North  Devon 
Infirmary  twice  weekly. 

ORTHOPAEDIC  CLINIC 

A Clinic  is  held  twice  a month  at  Barnstaple  and  Bideford 
Hospital. 


BIRTH  CONTROL  CLINIC 


A Clinic  is  held  once  a month  at  the  North  Devon  Dispensary, 
Barnstaple . 


PREVALENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
NOTIFICATIONS 


Diseases 


Total 
number 
of  cases 
notified 


Scarlet  Fever  . . 2 

Diphtheria  . . 0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . . 0 

Pneumonia  . . 1 

Dysentery  . . 0 

Erysipelas  . . 0 

Opthalmia  Neonatorum  0 

Anterior  Poliomyelitis 
and  Polioencephalitis  0 

Measles  . . 17 

Whooping  Cough  . . 4 

Acute  Encephalitis 
Lethargica  . . 0 


Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis  0 
DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 


Cases 

admitted 

to 

hospital 


2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


Total 

deaths 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


A high  proportion  of  the  Children  under  15  years  of  age 
have  availed  themselves  of  the  above  scheme.  Each  school  in 
the  district  has  been  visited  by  the  School  Medical  Officer  for 
this  nurnose. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


The  number  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  remaining  on  the 
register  was  as  follows ;- 

31st  Dec. 


1951 

(a) 

Pulmonary 

Males 

• 

» m 

10 

Pemales 

• 

0 0 

6 

05) 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

• 

• • 

5 

Pemales 

• 

• e 

3 

Total 

Cases  on  the 
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1.  NEW  CASES 


During  the  year  1 case  was  notified  in  accordance  with  the 
regulations . 


( a ) Pulmonary 

(b)  Non-Pulmonary 


Males 

Pemales 

Males 

Pemales 


1 

0 

0 

0 


Totals 


The  following  are 
eight  years s- 


the  notification  for  the  preceding 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary  Total 


1950 

1949 

1948 

1947  

1946 

1945  

1944 

1943  

1942  

1941  

2.  AGE  PERIODS  (NEW  CASES) 


Under  1 year 
1 to  5 years 
5 to  10  years 
10  to  15  yars 
15  to  25  years 
25  to  35  years 
35  to  45  years 
45  to  55  years 
55  to  65  years 
65  and  over 


2 

0 

2 

1 

1 

2 

0 

4 

4 

2 

1 

3 

3 

2 

5 

2 

0 

2 

4 

0 

4 

3 

4 

7 

5 

1 

6 

2 

0 

2 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

-Pulmonary 

1951 

1951 

M. 

p. 

M. 

P. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

c 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

a 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

MORTALITY  FROM  TUBERCULOSIS 


TOTAL  DEATHS,  1951  1 (Respiratory  1,  Non-Respiratory  0) 


AGE  PERIODS 

Under  1 year 
1 to  5 years 
5 to  10  years 
10  to  15  years 
15  to  25  years 
25  to  35  years 
35  to  45  years 
45  to  55  years 
55  to  65  years 
65  and  over 


Respiratory 


M. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 


F. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

o. 

0 

0 


Non-Respiratory 


M. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


F. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

a 

o 

0 

0 
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CAUSES  OP  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR  UNDER  REVIEW 


CAUSES  OP  DEATH 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory 
Other  Tuberculosis  Diseases 
Syphilitic  disease 
Diphtheria 
Whooping  Cough 
Meningococcal  Infections 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Measles 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 
Malignant  Neoplasm  Stomach 
Malignant  Neoplasm  Lung,  Bronchus 
Malignant  Neoplasm  Breast 
Malignant  Neoplasm  Uterus 
Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasm 
Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 
Diabetes 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 
Coronary  Disease,  Angina 
Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease . 

Other  Heart  Disease 

Other  Circulatory  Disease 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System  . 

Ulcer  of  Stoms.ch  and  Duodenum  . . 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  . 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abort ic  . 

Congenital  Malformations 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-Defined  diseases 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

All  other  accidents 

Suicide 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War. . 


1951 

M. 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

5 

10 

2 

6 
0 
1 
1 
1 
0 
2 
0 
1 
1 
0 
0 
3 
0 
0 
0 
0 


p. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 
1 
4 
0 
0 
8 
0 
0 
4 
0 

2 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 


..36  27 


Total  - All  Causes 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OP  THE  SURVEYOR , ENGINEER  AND  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 
FOR  THE  BIDEFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT 


Grenville  House, 

The  Quay , 

Bideford. 


September,  1952. 

TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OR  THE 
BIDEFORD  R^?.At  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemens 

I beg  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1951 . 

It  is  regretted  that,  owing  to  circumstances  be3rond  control 
of  this  Council,  it  cannot  be  reported  that  much  needed  public 
services  such  as  piped  water  supplies,  modern  sewerage  schemes 
and  district  refuse  collection  have  been  brought  to  the  district 
the  reasons  are  the  continued  necessity  for  national  economy? 
and  others  too  well  known  to  be  repeated,  the  least  of  which  is 
not  the  attempt  to  keep  the  local  rate  down  as  far  as  possible, 
to  try  and  offset  the  increase  of  the  County  Council  rate. 

With  the  exception  of  the  work  being  carried  out  in 
connection  with  the  Burford  Water  Supply  Qcheme  which  is  to 
serve  Higher  Clovelly  and,  it  is  hoped,  Hart land,  no  works  in 
connection  with  water  supplies  have  been  carried  out  in  the 
district.  It  will  be  some  time:  yet  before  the  residents  of 
Higher  Clovelly  and  Hartland  will  benefit  from  the  proposed 
water  supply  and.  it  has  been  questioned  in  some  quarters  whether 
there  will  be  a sufficiency  of  water  from  Burford  to  give  a 
water  supply  to  Hartland  to  augment  its  war  time  emergency 
supply:  this  supply  will,  however,  itself  be  augmented  from  the 
trunk  mains  of  the  Prewley  water  supply  in  due  course. 

The  proposed  water  mains  of  the  North  Devon  Water  Board 
will  serve  a considerable  portion  of  this  rural  district  but, 
on  the  other  hand,  will  leave  many  villages  and  hamlets  unprov- 
ided for  namely:-  Ford,  Fairy  Cross  and  Woodtown  in  the  Parish 
of  Alwington,  Littleham,  Land  Cross,  Newton  St.  Petrock  and 
Stoke.  During  the  2^ ear  a sub-Com  dttee  of  the  Council  met  the 
North  Devon  TVater  Board  to  discuss  the  position  regarding  these 
places,  and  the  outcome  of  the  meeting  was  that  if  the  need  for 
the  water  suppljr  could  be  proved  in  these  areas,  the  Board 
would  consider  the  question  of  providing  water  supplies  thereto. 

A report  on  this  matter  was  drawn  up  by  this  department, 
and  presented  to  the  Council,  which  gave  evidence  of  the  need 
of  water  supplies  in  all  the  places  mentioned  above.  The  report 
was  forwarded  to  the  North  Devon  Water  Board  who,  it  was 
understood,  passed  same  to  their  engineers  for  future  action. 

The  North  Devon  Water  Board  have  agreed  to  investigate 
the  possibility  of  a water  suppler  to  serve  Woodtown,  Ford, 

Fairy  Cross  and  Littleham  being  obtained  om  the  mains  of  the 
Northam  Urban  District  Council  supply,  wnioh  passes  very  near 
the  villages  concerned  from  Melbury  in  the  Parish  of  Parkham 
on  route  to  Northam.  It  is  highly  desirable  that  this  proposal 
should  take  place,  but  it  can  only  be  so  with  the  co-operation 
of  tho  No'^th  m Urban  District  Council,  who  are  not  a constituent 
member  of  the  No~th  Devon  Water  Board,  and  whose  water  supply 
is  owned  by  the  Authority  themselves. 
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During  the  year  the  Council  have  completed  a modern 
sewerage  scheme  with  a new  sewage  disposal  works  to  serve  the 
village  of  Buckland  Brewers  To  date  there  has  been  no  enthusiasm 
on  the  part  of  the  villagers  for  the  new  scheme,  but  the  Council 
have  taken  the  lead  in  this  matter  and  properties  which  were 
connected  to  the  old  sewer,  which  were  the  cause  of  considerable 
nuisance,  are  to  be  connected  free  of  charge  to  the  new  s ewer, 
removing  the  main  source  of  complaint  of  nuisance  in  the  past, 
and  it  is  felt  that  those  persons  whose  responsibility  it  is 
to  connect  their  own  properties  to  the  sewer  will  do  so  when 
the  advantages  of  such  connections  are  seen,  and  when  liberal  a 
water  supply  is  available,  which  wi-11.*  have  to  be  disposed  of, 
and  individual  cesspits  etc.  prove  inefficient. 

This  question  of  connections  of  properties  to  new  sewers 
is  by  no  means  one  which  affects  this  Council  only 5 as  reported 
to  the  Council  some  time  ago,  it  is  a difficulty  encountered 
where  ever  new  sewerage  shcemes  are  installed,  but  where  the 
Council  have  provided  a sewer,  and  existing  disposal  works  to  any 
property  are  unsatisfactory,  the  Council  can  legally  enforce 
connection  to  the  new  sewer.  In  this  way,  nuisances  can  be 
dealt  with  as  they  arise,  if  the  sewer  is  available. 

Also,  during  the  3^ ear  under  review  a local  enquiry  was 
held  into  the  Council's  proposals  to  provide  a sewerage  scheme 
for  the  village  of  Parkhara  to  replace  existing  common  cesspits 
which  have  been  a nuisance  and  cause  of  complaint  for  many  years 
The  Ministry  of  Housing  and  local  Government  have  approved  the 
scheme  in  principle  but  have  not  as  yet  granted  the  starting 
date  for  the  scheme,  again  owing  to  the  desire  to  curb  expend- 
iture by  local  authorities.  It  is  felt,  however,  that  to  curb 
expenditure  by  permitting  the  continuation  of  public  nuisances 
is  most  unsatisfactory  and  it  „ is>v hope cL% that  this  policy  will  not 
bH&r«^ljlow£id^to  -persist-. 

A sewerage  scheme  is  being  drawn  up  to  serve  the  village 
of  "onkleigh  which  village  is  very  unsatisfactorily  served  with 
cesspits,  and  which  it  is  anticipated  will  soon  be  served  with 
a piped  ’mter  supper  which  will  worsen  existing  unsatisfactory 
conditions.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and 
local  Government  will  agree  with  the  views  of  this  Council  that 
in  a district  such  as  this,  where  in  the  not  too  distant  future, 
it  is  anticipated  main  water  supplies  will  be  available,  it  is 
the  best  polic3^  for  the  villages  to  be  provided  with  modern 
sewerage  schemes  prior  to  the  arrival  of  the  pipe  water  supplies 
which  without  a satisfactory  drainage  s3^stem  will  produce  many 
instances  of  public  health  nuisance. 

A firm  of  cleansing  contractors  have  commenced  operations 
in  the  district  during  the  year  under  review,  and  they  undertake 
the  emptying  of  cesspits  and  septic  tanks  b3^  means  of  a tank 
vehicle,  which  operates  b; y a vacuum  process.  This  allows 
cesspits  to  be  emptied  at  any  time  during  the  day  without  nuis- 
ance Grom  noxious  effluvia,  and  the  contents  are  taken  away 
and  emptied  on  to  a nearby  farm  land  with  the  consent  of  the 
farmer.  This  p-ocess  of  empt^/ing  cesspits  is  a vast  improvement 
on  that  where  the  solid  contensts  were  deposited  on  ground  in 
the  near  vicinity  oF  the  property  served  b v it. 

The  contractors  have  been  instructed  to  be  particularly 
careful  where  they  deposit  tho  contents,  and  special  care  is 
to  be  taken  that  no  nuisance  is  caused,  and  water  supplies  are 
not  polluted.  It  is  possible  that  this  method  of  disposal  of 
cesspit  contents,  if  on  to  grazing  land  ma*r  be  a vehicle  for 
the  dissemination  of  certain  animal  pa.rasitic  diseases,  partic- 
ularly Cysticercus  Bovis,  but  whilst  a number  of  these  cases 


have  occurred  in  animals  owned  hy  local  farmers,  careful  enquiry 
in  each  case  has  failed  to  reveal  any  possible  connection 
between  the  cases  and  the  actions  of  this  contractor. 

Owing  to  the  lack  of  suitable  water  supplies,  the  Council's 
housing  programme  has  been  scverly  restricted. 

During  the  year  only  four  Council  houses  have  been  completed, 
two  at  Littleham  and  two  at  Parkham?  in  both  cases  it  was  felt 
that  prolonged  tests  had  proved  the  shallow  well  water  supplies 
to  be  sufficient  for  the  needs  of  the  houses?  this  has  been 
subsequently  proved  as  correct. 

In  many  instances,  during  the  summer,  and  year  by  year,  the 
Council  house  tenants  are  short  of  water  when  it  is  most  urgently 
required,  which  has  proved  that  it  is  unwise  in  the  ma.iority  of 
instances  to  build  Council  dheikses  with  -modern  conveniences 
with  only  shallow  wells  to  serve  the  needs  of  those  houses.  In 
my  opinion  the  Council  has  vorr  wisely  decided  not  to  erect  any 
large  number  of  Council  houses  in  the  villages  and  hamlets 
unless  a mains  water  supply  is  available.  The  erection  of 
agricultural  worker's  houses  in  the  country  must  proceed  where 
necessary,  but  only  when  a shallow  well  water  supply  has  been 
proved  sufficient  by  prolonged  tests. 

The  inistry  of  Housing  and  local  Government  arc  anxious 
that  this  Council  shall  step  up  the  erection  of  Council  houses 
but  this  canrot  be  done  satisfactorily  until  the  mains  of  the 
North  Devon  Water  Board  reach  the  various  villages.  As  an 
interim  measure  the  Council  considered  erecting  houses  at 
Woolserv  using  an  impure  shallow  well  water  supply  for  non 
dietetic  purposes  and  providing  rain  water  tanks  to  store  which 
would  be  used  for  drinking  purposes.  After  considerable  thought 
the  Council  decided  not  to  proceed  with  this  idea. 

Come  trouble  has  been  experienced  due  to  unsatisfactory 
maintenance  of  sewage  disposal  works  erected  to  serve  various 
Council  house  estates,  and  this  opportunity  is  taken  to 
express  my  view  to  the  Council  that  with  the  number  of  sewage 
disposal  works  increasing  yearly,  and  the  number  of  houses 
owned  by  the  Council  increasing,  a rood  case  can  be  made  out,  which 
would  be  profitable,  both  financi'ellv  and  from  a satisfactory 
working  point  of  view,  for  the  employment  of  a suitable  person, 
with  equipment  provided,  to  undertake  maintenance  duties  includ- 
ing Council  houses  themselves?  such  an  employes  could  undertake 
other  works  including  refuse  collection.  The  initial  cost 
of  this  would  be  somewhat  high,  as  equipment  must  be  supplied, 
and  a vehicle  must  be  provided  to  allow  mobility/-,  but  after  the 
initial  expense,  the  Council  would  reap  a great  benefit  from 
this  scheme. 

During  the  year  under  review  the  Council  considered  a 
report  which  envisaged  refuse  collection  by  a vehicle  owned 
by  this  Council  which  would  cover  virtually  the  whole  of  the 
district,  but  it  was  felt  that  the  time  was  not  opportune  to 
institute  such  a scheme.  The  question  of  refuse  collection  was 
shelved  for  the  time,  but  facilities  which  were  some  time  ago 
considered  to  be  part  and  parcel  of  the  urban  life  are  now 
requested  for  the  rural  districts,  and  it  is  felt  that  in  the 
interests  of  public  health  and  the  furtherence  of  the  agricult- 
ural policy  of  this  country,  so  called  urban  facilities,  must 
be  provided  in  the  country?  all  these  added  amenities  including 
mains  water  supply,  mains  sewerage  schemes  and  electricity 
supplies,  will,  it  is  suggested,  help  prevent  further  de-popul- 
ation of  the  rural  district. 


. 


Another  matter  which  has  been  considered  bjr  the  Council 
and  which  will  call  for  continued  attention  in  this  popular 
district  is  the  provision  of  camping  sites.  The  modern  trend 
is  for  the  visitor  to  bring  his  own  tent  or  caravan  rather  than 
jpatronise  the  hotels  in  the  district,  and  suitable  provision 
.'must  be  made  for  the  itinerant  visitor  whose  numbers  will 
continually  increase. 

There  are  five  recognised  camping  sites  in  the  area  which 
provide  water  supplies,  sanitary  accommodation  and  refuse 
disposal  facilities,  and  during  the  past  year  the  general 
sanitary  conditions  of  these  recognised  camping  sites  has 
improved  considerably?  in  the  majority  of  cases  the  owners 
have  been  ver.y  co-operative,  and  they  have  carried  out  improv- 
ements at  the  request  of  the  Council. 

In  such  8 district  as  this,  however,  it  is  Celt  that  the 
provisions  of  the  Town  and  Country  Planning  Act,  1947  allowing 
camping  to  be  carried  on  on  any  site  for  23  days,  and  42  consec- 
utive days  or  60  days  in  any  one  year  under  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936,  without  express  permission  creates  difficulties  of 
supervision  which  in  some  instances  are  taken  advantage  of  to 
the  detriment  of  the  campers  themselves  and  ultimately  to  the 
district,  by  permitting  camping  without  adequate  sanitary 
accommodation  etc.,  which  causes  fouling  of  camping  sites,  with 
consequent  dissatisfied  tourists  on  whom  the  district  depends 
to  a large  extent  for  its  livelihood. 

This  practise  is  causing  considerable  concern  all  over  the 
country,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  Authorities  will  realise  the 
difficulties  this  free  period  creates,  and  in  any  case  rectify 
the  anomaly  which  exists  in  permitted  periods  under  the  Planning 
and  Public  Health  Acts. 

I am  giving  hereunder  in  statistical  form  and  otherwise, 
details  regarding  matters  which  come  within  the  purview  of  this 
Department . 

I would  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  members  of  the  Council 
and  the  other  members  of  the  Staff  for  their  help  accorded  to 
me  in  connection  with  my  duties. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


L.  J . Dunn 


Surveyor. 


HOUSING 


The  following  table  enumerates  the  number  of  houses 
owned  by  the  Council  in  the  various  Parishes  and  whether 
pre-war,  war  time  or  post-war  houses s- 


Pre-war  Houses 

Abbot sham 

Alwington 

Buckland  Brewer. 

Clovelly 

Hart land 

Littleham 

Monkleigh 

Parkham 

Woolsery 

Total 


O • 0 9 O O 1 

o o o o o o \ 

0 0 O 0 0 0 2 

o o o o o o 2 

0 0 O 0 0 0 4 

O O O O CO  2 

O 0 o o o o 2 

O O O O O O 6 

O O 0 0 O O 2 

. O 0 o o.  26 


War-time  Houses 


In  1944  the  Council  built  four  ousess- 

Natcott,  Hart land  . . ..  . » .»  2 

Crosspark,  Woolsery  . . ..  oo  ..  2 

Total  .0  o . o . o . 4 


Post -'War  Houses 

Abbot sham 

Alwington 

Buckland  Brewer. 

Bulkworthy 

Clovelly 

East  Putford 

Hart land 

littleham 

Monkleigh 

Parkham 

Total 


HOUSING  ACT,  1949 

During  the  year  under  review  one  application  in  principle 
was  received  for  a grant  under  the  Housing  Act,  1949?  to  convert 
a stable  into  a farm  ’worker's  cottage. 

Preliminary  details  showed  that  the  cost  of  the  work  would 
be  far  in  excess  of  £600,  normally  the  maximum  sum  of  money  which 
may  be  spent  under  the  Act  on  any  one  property.  The  project 
was  not  proceeded  with. 

This  Housing  Act  which  it  was  hoped  would  give  an  impetus 
to  owners  to  bring  their  property  up  to  a reasonable  standard, 
has  miserably  failed  to  achieve  its  object. 

Its  defects  have,  in  practise,  proved  to  be  many,  and  at 
various  conferences  and  els-where  some  reasons  for  its  failure 
have  been  put  forward,  including:- 

1.  Maximum  permissable  sum  of  £600  per  housing  unit  is 
too  low,  this  can  be  exceeded  in  certain  cases  of 
property  with  exceptional  architectural  or  historic 


6 

6 

8 

2 

8 

2 

18 

4 

12 

4 


70 


interest . 


2.  The  standard  set  is  too  high  for  rural  cottages. 

3.  No  "tied"  cottage  can  be  considered  for  a Grant. 

It  is  now  an  accepted  fact  that,  owing  to  many  reasons 
including  Rent  Restrictions  Acts  and  the  emphasis  being  placed 
on  the  erection  of  new  houses  to  the  detriment  of  repairs  to 
older  property,  more  houses  are  becoming  unfit  for  habitation 
by  reason  of  disrepair,  than  new  houses  being  erected. 

It  is  my  opinion,  and  this  has  been  expressed  at  many 
meetings,  that  the  Restriction  Acts  must  be  revised  and  the 
Housing  Act,  1949  brought  into  keeping  with  present  day  costs, 
and  the  standard  for  houses  revised,  if  existing  houses  are 
to  be  retained  as  suitable  units  of  accommodation. 

WATER  SUPPLIES 


PUBLIC  WATER  SUPPLIES 

The  under  mentioned  villages  in  the  district  are  served 
with  piped  water  supplies 

Abbotsham  - Water  obtained  from  the  mains  of  the  Northam 
Urban  District  Council,  which  reservoir  is 
situated  at  Melbury  in  the  Parish  of  Parkham. 

Buck! and  Brewer  - Emergency  scheme,  providing  stand  pipe 

supply  only. 

Lower  Clovelly  - Treatment  works  being  constructed. 

Hartland  - War-time  emergency  scheme  only  with  very  limited 
supply  of  water  in  the  summer 5 the  majority  of 
houses  in  the  town  are  served  by  stand  pipes 
only . 

FARM  WATER  SUPPLIES 


Five  proposed  farm  water  supply  schemes  were  investigated 
during  the  year  at  the  request  of  the  Devon  Agricultural 

Executive  Committee. 


'here  metallic  pipes  are  proposed  for  tho  supply,  the 
water  is  tested  for  its  equivalent  p.H.  value,  and  if  tho  water 
is  found  to  bo  of  an  acid  character,  such  information  is  passed 
to  the  applicant  who  is  advised  to  use  non  metallic  or  Bitumen 
Lined  service  pipes. 


WATER  SAMPLES 


38  samples  of  water  were  taken  for  bacteriological 
excamination  from  all  sources  during  the  year,  and  where  unsatis- 
factory results  wore  reported,  advice  was  given  regarding  means 
to  be  adopted  to  sterilise  the  water  as  a temporary  measure, 
prior  to  permanent  steps  being  taken  to  exclude  the  source  of 
contamination,  or  an  alternative  supply  being  brought  into  use. 


Details  of  samples  taken  and  the  results  are  given 
hereunder: - 


Private 

Wells 

Council  house 

Wat er  Suppli e s 

Public  Wells 

Satis . 

Unsat is . 

Satis . 

Unsatis . 

Satis . 

Unsatis 

4 

13 

6 

14 

1 

0 

Two  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  a stream  above  and 
below  a refuse  dump  following  a complaint  that  the  dump  was 
contaminat ing  a stream  which  was  used  as  a watering  place  for 
animals.  It  was  found  that  it  was  grossly  contaminated  prior 
to  reaching  the  refuse  dump  and  the  B.  Coli  count  was  found  to 
be  the  same  after  it  had  passed  the  dump. 

Two  samples  of  water  were  taken  for  analytical  examination 
by  the  Public  Analyst  5 in  both  cases  they  were  proposed  supplies 
for  Council  houses  and  the  results  were  satisfactory. 


The  under  mentioned  villages  in  the  district  are  wholly 
or  partially  served  by  a sewerage  scheme s- 


Abbot sham 
Buckland  Brewer 
Lower  Olovclly 
Horns  Cross 
Hart land 
Woolsery 

It  is  the  intention  of  the  Council  to  provide  sewerage 
schemes  to  the  under  mentioned  villages  during  the  next  few 
years,  and  as  a general  principle,  the  villages  will  be  sewered 
in  order  of  receiving  the  mains  water  supply. 

Higher  Clovelly 

Monkleigh 

Ford 

Fairy  Cross 
Bucks  Mills 
littleham 
Saltrens 
Stoke 

In  the  remainder  of  the  district,  the  density  of  dwelling 
houses  is  such  that  individual  disposal  systems  must  be  utilised? 
it  would  be  an  uneconomical  proposition  to  provide  a sewerage 

scheme . 


At  frequent  intervals,  plans  are  placed  before  the  Council 
for  approval  of  installation  of  modern  sanitary  accommodation 
in  various  properties  in  the  district,  the  majority  of  whi ch  rely 
for  water  supply  on  wells  and  storage  of  rain  water. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING 


Refuse  collection  is  carried  out  by  contract  in  the  under- 
mentioned areas 


Abbot sham 
Clovelly  Village 
Higher  Clovelly 
Hart land  Town 
Stoke 


Bi-monthly 
Twice  weekly 
Monthly 
Weekly 
Monthly 


It  will  be  seen  that  only  a small  part  of  the  district  is 
served  with  an  infrequent  refuse  collection  leaving  the  inhab- 


itants  of  the  under  mentioned  villages  to  dispose  of  their 
refuse  to  crude  tips  near  the  villages  themselves s- 

Monkleigh 
Parkham 
Woolsery 
Horns  Cross 
Fairy  Cross 
Ford 

Buckland  Brevier 

FOOD  ADMINISTRATION 


ICE  CREAM 

During  tho  year  two  additional  properties  were  registered 
under  Section  14  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938  for  the  sale 
of  ice  cream,  making  the  total  number  o'f  premises  in  the  district 

nine . 


Two  premises  are  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  ice 
cream,  in  one  case  by  the  "heat  treatment"  method,  and  in  the 

other  "cold  mix". 

50$  of  the  samples  taken  during  the  year  were  returned  as 
satisfactory,  being  placed  in  grades  I or  II.  No  unsatisfactory 
result  was  returned  from  ice  cream  manufactured  in  the  area. 

Non-producer  retailers  of  ice  cream  from  whom  unsatisfactory 
samples  were  obtained  are  advised  to  send  the  report  to  the 
producer  for  information  and  necessary  actions  in  all  cases 
wrapped  ice  cream  was  sold  and  the  possibility  of  contamination 
arising  with  the  ice  cream  in  the  hands  of  the  retailer  is  very 
remote,  indicating  defects  at  production. 

FOOD  PREMISES 


Inspections  were  carried  out  of  a number  of  private  houses 
and  cafes  who  cater  for  visitors  during  tho  summer  months. 

In  no  case  was  it  necessary  to  serve  any  notice  for  defects, 
and  any  slight  contraventions  of  Section  13  of  the  Pood  and  Drugs 
Act,  1938  wore  dealt  with  when  verbally  requested  to  do  so. 

MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION 


There  is  one  licenced  slaughter  house  in  the  area  which  is 
used  exclusively  for  the  slaughter  of  horses,  no  meat  of  which 
is  sold  in  the  area,  but  is  transported  to  London. 

All  meat  sold  to  butchers  in  the  area  is  sent  out  from 
the  meat  depot  in  Bideford  Borough,  where  is  also  situated  the 
centre,l  slaughter  house  for  the  district. 

During  the  year  a considerable  quantity  of  imported  hams 
were  condemned  as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption  due  to 
decomposition  from  various  causes;  in  addition  a small  quantity 
of  other  foods  were  similarly  condemned. 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ACT,  1949 

The  Ministry  of  Agriculture  are  now  responsible  for  sampling 
milk  in  this  area  where  milk  is  sold  dire  cl'  from  the  producers 
on  the  farms;  there  are  no  non  producer  retailors  in  the  area. 


L 


• 

The  Medical  Dept,  of  the  County  Council  took  31  samples 
of  milk  for  biological  examination  from  retailers  in  the  area 
and  eto  sample  was  returned  as  T.B.  positive.  The  milk  supply 
of  this  producer-retailer  was  stopped  until  such  time  as  the 
infected  animal  had  been  found  and  segregated  from  the  herd; 
this  was  carried  out  by  a local  vetinary  surgeon  in  four  days, 
during  which  time  the  producer-retailer  obtained  his  milk  for 
sale  from  another  source. 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  AND  1948 

Prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration 
of  the  Factories  Act,  1947 

1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Number  of 


Number 
on  Reg- 
ister 


(3) 


Inspect 

ions 

(4) 


Writ- 


ten 

Notices 


(5) 


Occup- 
iers Pros- 
ecuted 


(6) 


(i)  Factories  in  which  3 7 

Sections  1,  2,  3,  4, 
and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 


(ii)  Factories  not  in-  10  19 

eluded  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 


iii)  Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (ex- 
cluding out -workers ' 
premises ) 


TOTAL  13  26 


2.  CASES  IN  "HI OH  DEFECTS  7/ERE  FOUND 


Particulars 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 


Referred 


Found 
(3) 


Remed- 

ied 

(4) 


No.  of 
cases  in 
which 
prosec- 
utions 
were 
instit- 


To  H.M.  By  H.M 
Insoector  Inspector  uted 
(5)  (6)  (7) 


Sanitary  Conveniences 
(S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

1 

1 

TOTAL 

1 

1 

- 

- 

1 


. 


' 


BUILDING-  LICENCES 


During  the  year,  12  licences  were  granted  by  this  Authority 
in  the  sum  of  £2,907  15s.  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out 
repairs  and/or  additions  to  various  properties. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  a sum  of  £1,452  remained  to  be 
allocated  from  the  annual  amount  of  monies  granted  to  this 
Authoj^ity  by  the  Ministry  of  Works  to  issue  under  the  Building 
Licensing  Scheme?  this  was  due  to  certain  licence  applications 
being  held  up  for  various  reasons. 

At  the  request  of  this  Council,  the  Ministry  of  V7orks 
permitted  £1,000  to  be  carried  forward  to  the  current  year  to 
cover  the  amount  of  such  applications  which  were  held  in 
abeyance. 


PLANS 


Hereunder  are  details  of  plans  submitted  to  the  Council 
for  consideration  under  the  Building  Byelaws  and  the  Town  and 
Country  Planning  Act,  1947. 

BUILDING  BYELAWS 


Number  approved  unconditionally  . . . . 8 
Number  approved  conditionally  . . . . 12 
Number  disapproved  . . , . 5 

TOWN  AND  COUNTRY  PLANNING  ACT,  1947 

Number  approved  unconditionally  . . . . 20 
Number  approved  conditionally  . . . . 27 
Number  Defused  . . . . 7 


The  number  of  plans  submitted  for  approval  to  this  Authority 
under  the  Town  and  Country  Planning  Act,  1947  was  considerably 
less  than  for  the  previous  year?  this  does  not  necessarily  indic- 
ate that  less  development  was  undertaken,  but  it  is  due  to  the 
relaxations  which  were  permitted  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing 
and  Local  Government  in  the  requirements  for  the  submission  of 
plans  under  that  Act. 

SUMMARY  OP  INSPECTIONS 


Details  of  inspections,  re 

visits 

and  interviews 

etc.  made 

in  connection  with  the  work  of 
are  given  hereunder  2- 

the  Department 

during 

the  year 

Water  Supplies 

© o 

0 0 

© 0 

127 

Drainage  and  Sewerage 

0 0 

o o 

O 0 

549 

Stables  and  Piggeries 

o © 

O 0 

O 0 

3 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 

o e 

o o 

O 0 

42 

Public  Conveniences 

o o 

o o 

0 0 

18 

Refuse  Collection 

0 0 

C 0 

o o 

43 

Refuse  Disposal 

o o 

o o 

0 O 

34 

Rats  and  Mice 

o e 

0 0 

O 0 

3 

Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits 

o o 

0 © 

O 0 

35 

Water  Samples 

• 0 

O 0 

o o 

38 

Building  Licensing 

• e 

O 0 

O 0 

75 

Planning  and  New  Building  . . 

o o 

0 o 

O 0 

212 

Council  Housing  - General  . . 

e e 

O 0 

© o 

337 

Nuisances 

o 0 

C 0 

o o 

9 

Number  of  houses  Inspected  under  Public 

Health 

Acts 

44 

M it  ti  n it 

Housing  Acts 

o o 

12 

Miscellaneous  Housing  Visits 

0 o 

0 0 

0 © 

102 

Slaughterhouses 

6 O 

0 o 

O 0 

15 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

O 0 

O 0 

© 0 

27 

Pood  Preparing  Premises 

• O 

0 0 

O 0 

38 

Miscellaneous  Food  Visits  . . 
Milk  and  Dairies 
Petroleum 

Factories  and  Workshops 


5 

11 

18 

26 


The  large  number  of  inspections  quoted  under  the  heading 
of  drainage  and  sewerage  are  in  the  majority  connected  with  the 
Council's  programme  for  new  sewerage  schemes  in  the  area,  and 
the  dail3r  inspections  which  were  made  of  the  works  in  progress 
during  the  construction  of  the  new  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal 
scheme  at  Buckland  Brewer. 

The  heading,  Council  Housing  - General  covers  inspections 
and  visits  made  in  connection  with  the  proposed  Council  Housing 
Programme  in  addition  to  the  existing  Council  houses. 

It  is  very  satisfactory  to  report  that  it  was  not  necessary 
to  serve  any  Statutory  notices  in  respect  of  any  matter  during 
the  year. 


o 0 0 


I 


